
11+ (Eleven Plus) Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Do I have to return the paperwork school has sent me if my child is not going to sit 

the test? 

We would appreciate all our families returning the documents, if you have decided that your 

child is not going to sit the test, please state this on the paperwork so we know this is your 

intention. In this way we know we have a record of everyone’s plans and no paperwork has 

gone astray.  

Can we change our mind and opt out of sitting the test having returned the 

paperwork? 

If you decide not to sit the test after having returned the documents this is not a problem; let 

us know and we will tell the test facilitator. It is easier to say “yes” initially then opt out rather 

than say “no” then opt in. If you are uncertain, we would suggest you say “yes” then reflect 

and decline, should you wish to, at a later date.  

Is the 11+ taught in school? 

The content of the 11+ is not taught in school, it is a style of testing unlike the SATS or 

equivalent Y5-6 school assessment, it is not representative of the National Curriculum, and it 

is not appropriate for all children. While the grammar schools do not advocate “hot housing”, 

or excessive tutoring, facing the tests without some prior practice or experience would be 

daunting for the children and they would be unlikely to succeed. 

We do however administer a practice test, just as the real ones will be delivered, which are 

sent to us by the grammar schools in June/July. Whilst we are not allowed to let these 

papers leave the school premises parents are welcome to come to school and look at them 

to see where their children may need further practice over the summer.  

How much practice will my child need to do before taking the test? 

As a parent who has had their children work their way through the 11+ I would recommend 

pupils who plan to take the papers in September practise these skills, so they become 

familiar. To avoid “cramming” over the summer holidays, and to ensure they are accustomed 

to the style of questions and the techniques required to answer them, we would suggest 

children begin this process during the spring or at the latest, summer term. Timing, and 

completing enough of the questions to secure a high enough percentage score, is critical to 

success.  

Will my child need a tutor? 

There are a range of resources online, to buy from Amazon or for sale in WH Smiths, which 

can help children practice for the 11+ at home. Parental guidance is recommended to ensure 

the practice is representative of test conditions and to talk through the techniques, so the 

child doesn’t feel overwhelmed. Some families chose to use a tutor, but this is a matter of 

personal choice. 

  



What score is needed to pass the 11+? 

The final score has, historically, been out of 280. It is a combination of both verbal and 

nonverbal raw scores plus additional points which are awarded depending on when your 

child’s birthday falls, the older pupils in September gain virtually nothing but summer babies 

have extra marks awarded, with a sliding scale in between. As a guide, when practising, 

expect to have to score of at least over 80% to have enough marks to pass. A pass is usually 

a score of around 220-225 but can change by the year depending on how the children 

perform.  

What happens if my child does not score enough marks to pass? 

The test results are sent to all families in October which give the child’s score and states if 

this is sufficient to be a pass. Recently this has been by post arriving on a Saturday. School 

is emailed too, usually on the following Monday. Whilst the results are confidential the 

children inevitably talk about them at school, and it does become apparent who has been 

“successful” and who has not. This can be difficult for some children, and we do our best to 

minimise any conversations and discussions about the subject, we do not celebrate the 

results in public. The 11+ is a pretty accurate sifting mechanism and children who do not 

score enough would probably not manage the pace and rigour of the grammar school 

curriculum. The children who tend to pass usually represent the top 25-30% of a cohort and 

typically have a strong academic history in school. Not passing is nothing to be ashamed of 

and, across the county, 7/10 children will be in this situation. We are fortunate to have 

excellent academies in this area so all our Y7’s will go to a good school.  

What happens if my child passes but decides they do not want to go to grammar 

school? 

The 11+ results are given before children have to finally decide on their choice of secondary 

school. It is then up to the pupil to choose where they want to go. There is no obligation to 

attend a grammar school just because they have passed the test.  

The paperwork is from the Sleaford Grammar School and our child would like to go to 

Bourne… 

The 11+ is applicable to all grammar schools, Sleaford merely administer it. We will keep all 

families in the loop about all the secondary schools in our area (open days, evening s events 

etc.).  

Can I talk to my child’s class teacher, to seek their opinion about my child and the 

11+? 

There is a parent's evening in the Autumn and Spring Term, where your child’s teacher will 

be able to answer any questions.  

  

 


